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Design and Re-Purpose Competition + Exhibition

www.bezalel.ac.il/watertowers
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Many of Israel’s water towers, symbols of Zionism and revival, were made obsolete and now disintegrate in centers of
towns and cities. After winning a UC Berkeley essay contest, funds were made available to establish a local design and re-
purpose competition. 35 proposals were prepared by architects and students, who were asked to prepare a
documentationfile on their chosen tower, and offer a re-use strategy that would benefit the local community.

The outcomesinclude a large collection of documentationfiles and a spotlight on different communities’ needs.

A comprehensive exhibition has drawn thousands of visitors and received wide media coverage. Now, it is time to hope
for growth of the initial interest shown by several municipalities to revive their water facilities.

The Concept, initial research, organization and production of the competition and exhibition were voluntarily done, with

help from UC Berkeley, Bezalel, and Israeli preservation organizations, in organization or funding prizes and content.

Robert Ungar, 4th year student, Dept. of Architecture, Bezalel
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Omer Festival in Kibbutz Sarid

1938
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Photo: Rudi Weissenstein, Photohouse
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Then & Now

Select Items from the research preceding the competition,
encompassing hundreds of photos, drawings and stories
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Ashdot Yaakov Ihud
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Holon
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Nir David
1939 | 2010
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2010 | 1942
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Photos by: The PhotoHouse. Old: Rudi Weissenstein (Grandfather), New: Ben Peter (Grandson)
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Central Zionist Archive, Jerusalem
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Offices, The Netherlands Residence, UK Museum, Germany Museum, The Netherlands
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Meditation Centre, The Netherlands Residence, Belgium Offices, Germany
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The Competition

Young architects (under 40) and students were invited to document and re-purpose
a water tower of their choice. The process underwent digitally and anonymously.



Design Cumpetltlon Summer 2010

" In the span of the last century, concrete water towers

g were erected in settlements and towns across Israel,
5 primarily to fulfill a functional need. Thanks to their
unique characteristics, the water towers became
iconic landmarks, public meeting places and for many
at the time, symbols of the re-settling of the land.
Obsolescence and neglection of these towers raises the
need to reclaim their communal role as public spaces in
a form adequate to contemporary lifestyle.
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r= Bezalel, the Academy of Art and Design Jerusalem, in

! collaboration with preservation organizations and with
+ thesupport of the Berkeley Undergraduate Prize for
| Architectural Design Excellence, invites architects to
submit conceptual re-purpose and design proposals
" for an existing water tower, in an attempt to revive their
social centricity.
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if | ., Ajury consisting of members of the Israeli architecture,
art and preservation communities will select winning
proposals in two parallel competitions: one for students,
sponsered by the Berkeley Undergraduate Prize,
and one for architects under 40, sponsored by Israeli

preservation organizations.
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In the Future?

Winning Proposals

The next pages present the 8 winning proposal posters,
4 in the young architect category and 4 in the student category,
as chosen by the jury:
* Prof. Mordechai Omer, director and head curator at Tel-Aviv Museum of Art
* Prof. Giorgio Ghiangian, IUAV University, Venice
* Arch. Bracha Chyutin, Chyutin Architects
* Tamar Tuchler, Manager of Intl. affairs and head of Tel Aviv Region
for the Society for Preservation of Israel Heritage Sites (SPIHS)
* Arch. Eran Mordohovitch, Architect and City Planner
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First Prize Winner - Architects
Community Music Centre in Ajami, Jaffa
Yossi Shushan & Roy Fabian
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Second Prize Winner - Architects
Community Center in Carmel Centre, Haifa
Dr. Einat Kalisch Rotem, Noa Sheck,
Ludmila Maximov, Kfir Eliyahu, Lior Zamir
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Third Prize Winner — Architects + Public Favourite:

Habitat for Urban Wildlife, Bat-Yam
Ifat Finkelman & Ofer Bilik

T AEA T TG T B0 YLD Y T s

o e ez e mpn Teo
T3 D 0 AP AL T I TSI T
SFCFE H39 YW FTAYT 168 T NEITIS NiCF Y AT

I POV I3 TR P2 e we) T e
s PrEEs e PP e s Yrin e ot sy

e—
> 1
= | i
s
-
/)
B
i
™
N
e -t

SIEPY ¥3UY 100 ' TN
=TI M a0

batiahl

aran

MY YAV 90 orpn YT1an

O*-Td NT20 1IN, 0N 77an

- &\ Mann
i mran

I 700N F3 R YR TR T DRYRNG TR S
e ) o wa

o 3w aman
e goep mn T PN AL T ke w8 T
TR fyaeYp SrARan TIU T fe pE T30
I 3 T T RO O D Y T e

3 DFFIA U8 TEYITI) PN T Y T T S
Sy N -0 T 98 VUV TV 130 DTN

E 1 T B ) 0 e S T

3 T Y AN i T T



D''YN D7D TN - ['DND TV 7Y NAVT [I'Y

N2 0MmN 710
0X7 NI 7W M1y
Remark for excellent documentation - Architects

Water Tower in Kibbutz Gvat
Jonathan Letzter
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First Prize Winner - Students

Public Park and Shaded Bench in
Givat Shmuel

Nitzan Bartov & Rita Zheleznyakov,
TAU
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Second Prize Winner - Students
Public Library in Beit She’an
Assaf Chorin, Wizo Haifa
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Third Prize Winner - Students
Urban Lighting in Tel-Aviv
Tal Yehud & Roy Drabkin, HIT
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Remark for excellent documentation - Students
Water Tower in Nahalal
Naama Dagan, Bezalel
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Exhibition

Jaffa Port, December 2010 \\ Kiryat Tivon, April 2011-on
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Kiryat Tivon Water Tower
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In the last two weeks of 2010, the winning proposals, as well as historic photos and posters,
and the documentation files, were exhibited in a Jaffa port hangar.

Thousands of visitors attended the exhibition, which received wide coverage in national media
—radio, TV and press. Since April 2011, the works are exhibited inside a water tower in Kiryat
Tivon, which has been renovated and re-used as an art gallery.

Two academic seminars were held on the topic of conservation of water towers, and several
tours to the water towers of Tel-Aviv were held. All activities were publicly open for free.

The competition and exhibition were made possible with the funding and help of many good
people and organizations, including the entities listed below.
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